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LLeetttteerr ffrroomm EEddii ttoorr::

Happy New Year everybody! Welcome to 2009 – much has 
happened for the sport of airsoft in 2008, and from what we can see
and predict, 2009 will be even better. We here at U.S.A.S.O.C. – The 
Magazine also hope everyone had a wonderful time with friends and 
family over the Holidays, as well. With that said, let’s take a look into 
our 14th issue. 

As always, we have a bunch of reviews, including: A&K ’s Mk 11 
MOD 0 (SR-25), 5.11 Tactical ’s A.T.A.C. SLEET boots, Classic 
Army ’s BT5K (MP5K), TSD’s SR36C (G36C), Revision Eyewear ’s 
“Desert Locust” goggle, and 5.11 Tactical ’s “EAGLE” Tac-Glasses. 

We also had the chance to sit down and interview one of the finest 
teams in the Philippines: NSW-8; also, for our “Retailer Spotlight” for 
this issue, we were fortunate enough to talk with Airsoft GI .

Furthermore, we have a few special articles that I would like to 
highlight. An AAR (After Action Review) of Operation Pine Plains that 
took place at a U.S. Army MOUT facility in the Northeast back in early 
November; lastly, we have, yet, another new article series – “The 
REAL Deal” where we detail out how to model your loadout kit after
different kits based on different military units around the world. This 
issue’s military unit is none other then the well-known U.S. Navy 
SEALs. 

And, of course, there are plenty of great photos, tips, specials from 
our sponsors, teams, and much more. We hope you enjoy our 14th

issue, and that it helps you to kick off 2009 as a fantastic year! So 
without further adieu, here’s U.S.A.S.O.C. – The Magazine ’s 14th

issue. 

God Bless & Best Wishes,
Nick Petrus-Owner/Main Editor 



RReevviieewwss:: RReevviissiioonn EEyyeewweeaarr DDeesseerrtt LLooccuusstt

As we progress through our issues, we are starting, more and more, 
to review eyewear pieces. Why? Because eye safety, in airsoft or 
real-steel shooting, is one of the most import priorities. As I have
always said, and I’ll say it again: you only have two eyes, but there 
are countless of different goggles and tactical-glasses out there. With 
that said, we were fortunate enough to hook up with Revision 
Eyewear (www.revisioneyewear.com), who allowed us to review their 
well-known Desert Locust goggle. Right off the bat, I will say that after 
reviewing this goggle, it is the best I have used since coming into the 
sport a long time ago. Also, Revision sent us a few pairs, so this 
review is a mix between my ideas and Wil Dorsett’s (Active Law 
Enforcement member) ideas. I would like to thank Wil for helping out 
on this review. Let’s dive into the review, shall we? 



First Impression:

Revision is well known throughout the military, the law enforcement, 
and even the airsoft worlds for excellent eyewear, but until they sent 
us a pair of the Desert Locust goggles, I wasn’t so sure I would agree 
with that assessment. So when UPS dropped off the boxes at my 
door, I was intrigued to see what the Desert Locust would look like, 
how it would perform, etc. 

When you first receive the goggles, you will first notice the box that 
they come in; it has a very nice design with many logos; photos; and 
text, combined with a great color scheme. Once you open up the box, 
inside, you view a very tough looking, velcro-closed, protective carrier 
that the goggles are in. Open that up, and you have the Locust.



Just from taking a quick glance at the goggles, I was impressed –
they have a great shape and look about them. More about the looks 
and features will be discussed below, but from an overall first 
impression – Revision instilled a good, lasting one.

Looks & 
Features:

When you quickly 
take a look at the 
goggles, you start 
to think that there 
is not really 
anything that
special about 
them; yet when 
you start to take a 
closer look, you 
start to see all the 
small details. 
Details, such as: 
one of the widest 
field-of-vision lens and frame combination, the air vents which allow 
for constant airflow, all the intricate designs that make this goggle 
standout as “sleek and unique”, and many more. 

The frame inflicts an aggressive, “low-pro” look and feel essence 
about it. Everything flows smooth, and I got the feeling that this 
goggle was really designed to be pushed to the limits. Whether or not 
it would, remained to be unseen to me at the time, but we will talk 
more about that later in the 
testing session. 

Like previously stated above, 
there are air vents that allow 
for constant airflow, which 
helps with anti-fogging; also, 
face-rest allows for a good fit 
and seal around your face.



The straps are fully adjustable and work flawlessly. Lastly, you have 
your “already-attached lens’ protector” which the user can easily slide 
around the frames. 

Two lenses come with the “military kit” that Revision offers: smoke 
and clear. Both lenses are “high-impact protection certified to ANSI 
Z87.1 and Military Requirements (MIL-V-43511C clause 3.5.10 and 
MIL-PRF-31013 clause 3.5.1.1).” (www.revisioneyewear.com) From 
the stats chart that Revision provided us with, the lenses withstood a 
.22 caliber bullet shooting 768 FPS; also, they were fine after being 
shot with a 1/4th steel-ball shot at 794 FPS – case and point, your 
eyes will be thoroughly protected. 

What if you wear glasses? Not a problem – pick up Revision ’s Rx 
Carrier which allows for your prescription lenses to be place in it. 
Once your lenses are, you simply insert the Rx Carrier into the 
Locust’s inner frame, and you’re good to go.

Not only do the lenses offer protection, but they look great as well. 
Like the ESS goggles we reviewed in our past issues, all you have to 
do to swap out the lenses is simply pull the frame away from the lens. 
This is very simple to do, and allows for a quick, easy swap job. 
Lastly, the lenses are coated OcuMax™ which provides protection 
against fogging and scratching. 



“Once I slid the OD green sleeve away from the goggle lens, I found 
the dark colored lenses already installed. For someone that is very 
light sensitive like me, this was a Godsend. After securing them in 
place and adjusting the strap to my personal comfort level, I found the 
Desert Locust to be super comfortable, featuring a soft rubber 
bumper around the face. I walked around the house with them on and 
in just a few minutes they almost felt like they were not there. They 
proved to be very light and easy on the forehead, cheekbones (both 
of which are pronounced on my face) and nose. I could not wait to get 
these things into action!” – Wil Dorsett (Active Law 
Enforcement/SWAT member)

Comfort & Testing:

When it comes to comfort, the Locust receives a “grade-A” score from 
us. The way the frame is designed allows for a good fitted feel, while 
not digging into your face – meaning that the goggle provides a tight 
seal without hurting the user. What’s also a plus is that the lenses are 
just the right distance away from your eyes – they are not “right in 
your face” or too far away either. 



What can I say about the lenses? In combination with the frames, the 
lenses are simply the best, performance-wise, to date that I have had 
the chance to use. They offer the widest field-of-vision that I have 
experienced, which means peripheral vision will not be hindered. 

How do they fit with a headwear on? Just fine – I could easily slip 
them over my MICH 2000 helmet and were very easy to move back 
and forth between my face and the top of my helmet, which does 
have a night-vision mount and bracket. How about with a standard 
ballcap? Fine as well – a bit awkward appearance-wise, but too bad. 

Now for the real headwear test – how do they perform with a helmet 
and balaclava on? This is our “extreme fogging” test for all goggles 
that we test out – how will they hold up. Usually very poorly, but I 
have to say, that the Locust - after 45-60 minutes with the helmet, 
balaclava, and goggles on – had virtually NO fogging. We were 
shocked! I have never experienced a goggle that will not fog with 
heavy breathing and all that I had on (helmet and balaclava). I even 
went indoors to see if in a heated environment, the goggles would fog 
up – not at all. For this, combine with all the features, I would have to 
say that if you want eye-protection in form of goggles – go with the 
Revision Eyewear Desert Locust. It is, by far, the best goggle that I 
have had the chance to review. 

For impact resistance, we just wanted to make sure, for airsoft, that 
the lenses were good to go. We knew what the stats sheets said, but 
we wanted to try it out for ourselves. The test was from five feet, three 
feet, and one foot (1.5, .90, and .30 meters) away from the lenses, 
shooting a .20g BB from a gun shooting 330 FPS. The results – the 
lenses did not even get a mark on them. They passed just as 
expected. 

Lastly, how do 
they perform when 
they are in use 
and you are firing 
a weapon? Like all 
other tests, they 
exceeding the 
standards, in my 



book. Being that they are a “low-pro” goggle, it allows you to get in 
your nature shooting position without the frames or lens bumping into 
your weapon. 

“I tried these out first on my departments firing range during our
Patrol Rifle training drills. The wide field of vision afforded by the 
Desert Locust made target acquisition easy and quick. I never had an 
issue finding any of my targets during our move and shoot, turn and 
shoot, or room entry drills. I had no problems with my main enemy, 
fogging, throughout our two hours of training. 

“My next test was to use them in our bi-weekly skirmish. This Sunday 
afternoon featured what passes for cold weather here in Virginia. At a 
brisk 42 degrees Fahrenheit, I set off into the woods to sling some 
plastic and check the Desert Locusts abilities out some more. Again, 
the Desert Locust’s field-of-vision proved to be as advertised, 
providing a wide, clear view of the field and my opponents. The 
goggles got tested right away, as I took some shots right to face first 
thing. No problems there, and no marks, nicks or scratches from the 
340 FPS shots. These are also full seal goggles due to the 
aforementioned rubber bumper, meaning they meet most fields 
goggle requirements. After a couple of hours of skirmishes where I 
had to run, jump fallen logs, fell down over only God knows what, and 
wait in an ambush, I never had an issue with the goggles falling off, 
loosening up or becoming an issue. I also experienced no fogging 
issues, which is a rare, but pleasant surprise for me!

“So since they worked so well, I decided to see if I could make them 
fog up. I decided to do this using another of my passions, the martial 
arts. I wore the Desert Locust through three rounds of Muay Thai 
heavy bag work, three rounds of bodyweight conditioning, and a cool-
down round of easy shadow boxing. Even with all the power kicks of 
Muay Thai, the Desert Locust stayed in place. I also did not have any 
fogging issues, even though I was training in the unheated portion of 
my basement! I had to attend to my four year old for about two
minutes to administer his asthma inhaler. During this short interlude, I 
slid the goggles on top of my hair. When I replaced them, I did notice 
a small bit of condensation on the lenses. At last, some progress! I
was unsure as to whether my sweat or my wet hair had caused the 



film of moisture. I figured I would leave it and see what I could do with 
it. I decided to see if I could push the envelope.  

“I put on a hoodie sweatshirt, pulled the hood up and then covered
my lower face with a shemagh. Then, since it was dark out and I 
wouldn't scare my neighbors too much, I set out for a short, quick jog 
up the block in the 22 degree Fahrenheit evening. I jogged a total of 
about four blocks up and back to the house. Then I spent about ten
minutes running into the house in the heat, and back out side again 
into the cold. I think my wife was convinced that I was losing my 
mind! The moisture I mentioned earlier was still there, though no
actual fogging had occurred. The moisture distorted my vision 
slightly, though not enough that I could distinguish details around me 
or read my license plates and street signs from fifteen or twenty feet 
away in the dark. I also took out my beloved G36C and fired off 
several rounds in my cold basement training room. Again, even with 
the light film of moisture, I had no problem hitting targets of human 
size, down to twelve-ounce soda cans.  

“After all of this, I wiped the moisture out of the lens. I continued to 
wear them for anther thirty minutes or so, but the film of moisture 
never redeveloped. Again, I have no real way of knowing if my 
workout had caused it, or if it was transferred from my hair during its
short interlude resting there. What was important to me was the fact 
that it never affected my vision and never actually fogged up! They 
are definitely going to become a staple of my airsoft game bag, and I 
know they will find their way into my Sheriff's Office response bag as 
well!” – Wil Dorsett (Active Law Enforcement/SWAT member).

Pros:

The following is what I liked about the Revision Eyewear Desert
Locust goggle: 

�x The excellent quality you receive for the price you pay -
$100.00+/- USD (£77 EUR)

�x The superior quality and craftsmanship of the frames and 
lenses. You can tell Revision really paid attention to the needs 
of the user when designing this goggle.



�x The “low-profile” vibe of the Locust – they are not bulky and in 
the way like other goggles. 

�x The ACTUAL anti-fogging of the lenses, mainly due to the 
OcuMax™ coating – a huge plus in my book. 

�x Fantastic field-of-vision that is allowed – mainly excellent
peripheral vision. 

�x Its availability – you can order it off of Revision ’s website; also 
at many airsoft and tactical retailers too.

�x Its fit – an excellent, full-sealing fit on your face without digging 
into to your face and causing the user pain.



�x The fantastic safety that the Locust provides for your eyes. 

Cons:

The following is what I did not like about the Revision Eyewear
Desert Locus goggle:

�x Honestly, I do not have a single one; the Locust exceeded all of 
our testing for design & looks, comfort & fit, and testing &
evaluation. It is simply just a great pair of goggles that we highly 
recommend. Although, it can produce a light layer of moisture, 
you can still see accurately, and the goggle performs to 
standard. 

Conclusion:

In the end, the Desert Locust from Revision Eyewear is the goggle 
countless of us have wanted for so long. If you want a truly anti-
fogging goggle with a fantastic fit and comfort level, which also excels 
in the performance area as well – pick up a pair of the Desert Locust. 



There is a reason why they are one of the most preferred pair of 
goggles among Special Operations’ and Special Forces’ members. At 
this time, I would like to thank Revision Eyewear
(www.revisioneyewear.com) once again for sending us out the Desert 
Locust, and we look forward to reviewing more of their eyewear 
products in the future. 


